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report by the Bureau shows that 4,585 Americans died on the job last 
year, with only 79 police 
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War on Police: Fact or Fiction
Being a cop isn’t always safe, but is there really a war brewing? 

Violence 
against police 

has been the 
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memory, namely Mike Brown and Eric 
Garner, media outlets were very quick 
to report on these deaths in a way that 
encouraged their readers and viewers to 
assume that there was a desire by black 

but these claims are unfounded by statistical 
evidence. The FBI report also shows that, 
over the last three years, of the 147 police 

assailants were black, even though more than 
70 percent of police interactions were with 
non-white citizens.  

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

lead to a conviction, while the conviction rate 
for the general population rate is more than 

percent of them are ever sent to serve time in 
prison, while the rest of the population has an 
incarceration rate 400% higher if convicted of 
similar crimes. Most often out of these cases, 

assault, followed by murder and non-negligent 
manslaughter.

homicide. Of course, this doesn’t mean being 
a cop is exactly safe. The mortality risk they 
brave is still many times higher than the 3.3 
deaths per 100,000 that full-time American 
workers face overall.

people have been shot and killed by police every single day of the same month, and the number 
isn’t getting any smaller. Since none of these deaths have led to convictions in a court of law, it is 
to be assumed that all of these individuals are innocent until they have been proven guilty by a 
court of law. 

and often times the deaths are left incomplete and unreported by the agency at all. The Bureau of 
Justice Statistics only accounts for approximately half of all deaths by police. The US government 

the precision of law enforcement’s job to document their actions while serving the public. F or 
more than a decade, government agencies have stated that there is no hard data to determine 
how many citizens are killed by police across the country every year. After the death of Mike 
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri last year, the combination of public pressure and media scrutiny 

annually over the last eight years — more than doubling the number reported by the FBI.


